Hosting Visiting Authorities at Church Meetings

Before the meeting begins:

The unit leader should invite the visiting authority (and his wife, if he desires) to sit at the front. The visiting authority should sit beside the one who is conducting to enable him to easily make any adjustments during the meeting. If a counselor is conducting, it may be that the arrangement will be the visiting authority sitting next to the conducting counselor, who is sitting beside the bishop. Be prepared to provide extra chairs as needed. Other authorities, such as a high councilor, might also be asked to sit at the front of the meeting. A high councilor, however, never “presides.”

The person conducting should ask the visiting authority if he would like to alter the meeting in any way or would like to speak or otherwise take any time in the meeting. (He may take the entire meeting if he desires.) 

Other speakers should be alerted in advance to leave the visiting authority the time he has requested (no more and no less).

A high councilor should be asked before the meeting if he has any business to transact.

During the meeting:

The person conducting should acknowledge the presence of the visiting authority by name and title and should indicate that he (the visiting authority) is presiding at the meeting. For example, “We are happy to have Elder ______, Area Seventy, with us today, and he is presiding at this meeting.” Other visitors, such as the stake president, should be welcomed and acknowledged, including any wives, whether they are seated on the stand or in the audience.

The introduction of the visiting authority should include correct terminology for his position: 

• Elder ______ of the Quorum of the Twelve

• Elder ______ of the Presidency of the Seventy

• Elder ______, Area Seventy assigned to our Stake 


• President _____, Stake President


• President ______, of the stake presidency


• Brother _______ of the high council, or Brother ______, our high councilor (note that “high councilor” is the correct terminology, rather than “high councilman”).

If the authority is giving a formal talk in the meeting, the introduction of the authority by the conducting person should not be elaborate but should prepare the way for the authority’s talk and say something about him so the congregation will be receptive to him.

The authority is the last speaker at any meeting. The balance of the meeting should be announced prior to hearing from him, and no announcements or remarks should be made after he completes his address. The next event after his “amen” should be the closing hymn, followed by the benediction.

After the meeting:

The unit leader should thank the visiting authority for attending, and ask if there is any other instruction he would like to give or if there is anything else that can be done to assist him. For very high-ranking authorities, stay with them at all times until they actually get in their car and leave. Protect them, as appropriate, from the crowds or from individuals who would inappropriately seek to occupy their time.

