Dear Bishops: 

I would appreciate your reviewing the following procedural matters.

1.
Be certain each recommend is completely ﬁlled out including the county of birth where it is applicable.  The writing or printing on the recommend should go beyond satisfying the objective that the writing can be understood.  It should satisfy the family history standard that it cannot be misunderstood. 

2.
Those receiving blessing recommends should contact me without delay. No more than one month should elapse between the date of the recommend and the date of the blessing.   If more than one month has elapsed, it will be necessary for the recipient to return to his or her bishop to update the recommend. 

3.
When coming for the blessing the recipient must bring the recommend and should be dressed in Sunday attire.  In case it is not convenient for parents to accompany the recipient, another family member or friend should be with them.  Fasting prior to the blessing is not required but is recommended.  In general, only parents will be invited into the room where the blessing is given. 

4.
Each bishop should provide their members with applicable verbal instruction and with a map to my home. 

5.
The member’s punctuality for the blessing appointment is important since I may have another blessing scheduled for the same evening. 

6.
I experience a big surge for requested appointments near the close of each semester.  Anything you can do to encourage obtaining recommends and requesting appointments earlier in the semester will be greatly appreciated. 

I would appreciate any suggestions you might have to assist me in my service.  It is my hope and prayer that my service is acceptable to the recipients, to you, and to the Lord. 

Sincerely,

Stake Patriarch

