Ten principles for Latter-day Saint couples

Based on, For Love & Money: How to share the same checkbook and still love each other.

Bernard Poduska, Deseret Book Company: Salt Lake City, Utah (1995)

Principle 1
Financial problems are usually behavior problems rather than money problems. (Matthew 25:14-18) One rarely earns his way out of financial problems. One's behavior must change. 

Principle 2
If you continue doing what you have been doing, you will continue getting what you have been getting. (Galatians 6:7) Unfortunately, most of us are taught how to make money, but we are not taught how to manage money. 

Principle 3
Nothing (no-thing) is worth [damaging] the relationship. (1 Timothy 6:7-11) 

Principle 4
If your money is going toward something you value, then you usually will feel a sense of satisfaction and accomplishment. But if your money is going toward something you do not value, then you will experience a sense of frustration and futility. (Matthew 6:24-33). Hence, establish your value system first! 

Principle 5
We know the price of everything and the value of nothing. (Matthew 6:19-21). What will give you satisfaction? Stop spending for things and substitutes and save for what you value. 

Principle 6
You can never get enough of what you don't need, because what you don't need can never satisfy you. (2 Nephi 9:51) We are one of the few countries where we have to rent storage space. Debt is an indication that you want to be something you're not. Financial freedom means the discipline to be willing to do without. (Haggai 1:5-7) 

Principle 7
Financial freedom is more often the result of decreased spending than increased income. (Proverbs 21:20) And includes the enthusiastic agreement of everyone involved. 

Principle 8
Be grateful for what you have. (Ephesians 5:20) And be grateful for the problems you have avoided. 

Principle 9
The best things in life are free. (1 Corinthians 2:12) 

Principle 10
The [worth] of an individual should never be equated with an individual's net worth. (Doctrine & Covenants 18:10)  
